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language resembles that of the Singphos (Chingpaw),
and alludes to them as a small-statured folk, fair
and pleasant of face, timid of disposition, and con-
sequently much oppressed by the Singphos on the
south and Hkamti Shans on the west, to whom they
pay tribute.

They trade with the Chinese, Burmans, and also
with the Lamas of Thibet; and their most valuable
possessions are the silver mines of Nogmung east of
the Nam Tisang, which were visited by the late
General Macgregor, who describes their rude methods
of extracting and melting the ore in iron vessels over
red-hot charcoal, a draught being kept up by blow-
pipes on opposite sides, and the melted silver run
off in iron pipes. The Khunongs never live in large
villages, their houses are usually scattered over the
hills in pairs, more often singly. The tribe is said
to pay tribute to the Hkamtis, and to do a considerable
amount of house building and agriculture for them,
and to be also subject to their more northern neigh-
bours the Khenungs, of whom very little is known,
and who again come under China. The Khunongs
do a considerable trade in gold and beeswax, and it
is said the former is plentiful in their hills. From
native sources of information it is reported that
extensive silver mines exist east of the Nmai-kha
river.

Further south in the Kachin country, namely,
between the Hukong valley and Mogoung lie the Amber
and Jade mine districts which produce quantities of
these valuable commodities. The amber is found on
a small range in the south-west corner of the Hukong
valley near and to the south of Mayankwan village.